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▪ Suffrage chronology
▪ Women’s Club Movement
▪ The Civic Club of Philadelphia
▪ Intersections with La Salle’s Art 
Collections
▪ Racial and socio-economic makeup of 
the Civic Club
▪ Discussion (Padlet!) 
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Women’s clubs campaigned for:
▪ End to lynching
▪ Promoting art and music Food, 
sanitation, housing regulations
▪ Health clinics
▪ Food and milk pantries
▪ Child labor laws
▪ Settlement homes
▪ Public libraries
▪ Kindergartens and nursery schools
▪ School lunch programs
▪ Pay equity for female teachers
▪ Parks and playgrounds
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To find out more about 
Violet Oakley in 
Philadelphia
• Violet Oakley murals at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Germantown: 
https://www.fpcgermantown.org/about/
our-building/violet-oakley-murals/




















Women’s clubs often couched their work in terms 
of improving the lives of women and children—
they were utilizing their ‘domestic’ knowledge to 
solve public problems. Would you label these 
women feminists? Why or why not?
Question #2
Civic Club leaders were mostly white and affluent. 
Disadvantaged community members appeared to 
play a limited role in shaping the work of the Club. 
How might the biases of the Club's leadership have 
influenced the Club’s work in addressing the 
challenges Philadelphia faced? How effective are 
community solutions when not all impacted groups 
have a seat at the table? 
